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Proposed Medal Design for the Philippine Volunteers 
of the Luzon Campaign of 1896-1897 


ANGEL O. Navarro ZAYAS* 


A previously unreported proposed medal design for the volunteers from the 
Philippines who served in the Spanish government forces during the Philip- 
pine Revolution from 1896 to 1897 was found in the National Historical Ar- 
chive of Madrid. An issue of the newspaper Gaceta de Manila accompanies 
the primary manuscript documents in the file, which contains the printed 
royal decree authorizing the governor-general to award the bronze medal 
to the volunteers. We have been unable to locate any struck medal; it seems 
that this particular medal design was never produced or awarded because 
sovereignty over the Philippines was transferred from Spain to the United 
States of America after the Spanish-American War of 1898. 


BACKGROUND 


In 1521, Ferdinand Magellan, a Portuguese sailor working for the Spanish 
crown, arrived in the Philippines and claimed them for Spain. The Philippine 
Archipelago (fig. 1) became a Spanish colony from the 1560s. After the Spanish- 
American War in 1898, Spain was forced to cede Philippines to United States, on 
December 10, 1898. 


This article was originally submitted on August 21, 2020, and revised on January 13, 2021, 
prior to the publication of A. Prieto Barrio, “Las condecoraciones del Ultramar pacifico que 
fueron y las que pudieron ser,’ Guerra Colonial 8.2 (2021): http://www.guerracolonial.es/me- 
dias/files/8.2.-las-condecoraciones-del-ultramar-pacifico-que-fueron-y-las-que-pudieron-ser. 
pdf 

* Assistant Dean of Academic Affairs, Centro de Estudios Avanzados de Puerto Rico y el 
Carie, San Juan, Puerto Rico (angelnavarrozooo@gmail.com). 
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Figure 1. Map of island Southeast Asia, from J. Bell, A System of Geography (Glasgow: 
Archibald Fullerton, 1832), vol. 5, facing p. 174 (https://www.gutenberg.org/ 
files/57431/57431-h/images/frontispieceh.jpg; retrieved August 21, 2020). 


There were many uprisings by Filipinos against Spanish rule, but these were 
fiercely suppressed by the Spanish authorities. In the 1890s, a number of secret 
societies existed that hoped to overturn the Spanish colonial regime’s abuse of 
power and discrimination between Filipinos and Spaniards.* In 1896 Dr. José 
Rizal, a well-respected reformist writer, was arrested and executed by the Span- 
ish authorities. This gave fresh impetus to the revolutionary movements. One of 
the leading revolutionary secret societies was Katipunan, which was founded by 
Andrés Bonifacio in 1892. The Philippine Revolution was launched by Katipu- 
nan in August 1896. 

Emilio Aguinaldo quickly emerged as the most successful revolutionary 
leader and defeated the Spanish forces in Cavite. Aguinaldo was chosen as the 
president of the revolutionary government; Aguinaldo’s and Bonifacio’s factions 


1. See D. P. Barrows, A History of the Philippines (Indianapolis: Bobbs-Merrill, 1905), 280- 
86, for an early summary of these events from a United States point of view. 
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began fighting for power and upon orders of Aguinaldo, Bonifacio was executed. 
A Spanish counteroffensive drove Aguinaldo from Cavite to Bulacan, where he 
established the Biak-na-Bato Republic. Soon the Spanish authorities negotiated 
an end to the revolt, on terms including an amnesty, on condition of exile for 
Aguinaldo and other leaders, as well as a payment to Aguinaldo, which he ac- 
cepted on December 15, 1897.7 


THE PROPOSED MEDAL 


In 2020, while conducting research in Spain’s National Historical Archive in Ma- 
drid, I came upon a file regarding a proposed design for a medal. The file con- 
tained a very few handwritten documents, as well as a printed issue of the Gaceta 
de Manila dated May 1, 1898, and a drawing of the proposed medal design. The 
medal was proposed by the Spanish Governor-General of the Philippines as an 
award for the Filipino volunteers who participated in the Spanish forces during 
the uprising of 1896-97. The medal was to recognize their loyal services in the 
military campaign. 

A letter numbered 1191, dated March 13, 1898, was sent to Ministry of Over- 
seas Territories (Ministerio de Ultramar) in Spain, along with the proposed 
medal design, for approval by the authorities. The Gaceta de Manila of May 1, 
1898, printed a royal order dated January 26, 1898, approving creation of the 
medal for the volunteers with specifications for eligibility and design. 

After I transcribed both the manuscript documents and the printed Gaceta 
de Manila, | began to translate them from Spanish to English. Soon aftewards, I 
contacted several experts, such as two numismatic researchers, Julia Purdy and 
Chris McDowell, asking for more information about the design of a medal from 
the Philippines. They both helped me locate information regarding the design, 
but we were unable to locate any struck medals of this type. During the summer 
of 2020, while reading The E-Sylum, I noticed an announcement of a new numis- 
matic publication on the topic of the Philippines, written by Dr. Earl Honeycutt. 
On July 6, 2020, I wrote him an email regarding the medal design and inquired 
whether this medal was reported in his book. 

Mr. Honeycutt kindly directed me to several references, and helped me gain 
a better perspective on the medal design. His reply clarified the situation for me, 
thanks to his insight and valuable expertise: 


I hope that my message finds you in excellent health. As promised I con- 
sulted several sources regarding the 1896-97 Campaigns medal you in- 
quired about in your email. Unfortunately, the medal design that you sent 


2. G. EF. Zaide, The Philippine Revolution (Manila: Modern Book Company, 1954). 
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me is not listed in either book. In my 20+ years of collecting Philippine 
medals, I have not seen the medal for sale. Do you know if any medals 
exist? Have you found any for sale? 

The first book I consulted is: “Spanish Military Campaign Orders and 
Medals - Philippines & Cuba - 1814 - 1898” (2019) by Antonio Rodri- 
guez Belles and translated by my friend Alfonso “Sito” Garcia. The author 
offers a list of medals for sale at the Casa De Medina on page 229, and 
there is a “Voluntarios 1896-97” but the book does not show a picture 
similar in any way to the picture you sent to me. I am attaching the list of 
medals and cover of the book for you review, 

In a second book by Guerra, I only have pictures of listed Philippine 
medals as I returned the book to the owner. None of the Spanish-era Phil- 
ippine medals pictured in the book are in any way similar to the design 
you sent to me. I am attaching a picture of the medal shown by Guerra 
and in my book as H-52. 

So, I regret I cannot be of more assistance. This is a lovely design and 
if you confirm the medal was minted I will gladly add it to my book and 
note your contribution in the introduction of the next (4th) edition.’ 


A further document among the transcribed manuscripts is a note written in 
Madrid, dated April 18, 1899, with the following words regarding the proposed 
medal design: 


Note: The sovereignty of Spain in the Philippines having ceased, due to 
the exchange of ratifications of the peace treaty signed in Paris on Decem- 
ber 10 of last year, the previous proposal of the authorities, which must 
remain without effect, turns out to be inapplicable and one is reminded to 
pass this file to the archives. 


Therefore, we believe this particular medal design was never actually struck. 
Nevertheless we found it to be an interesting numismatic find of a previously 
unreported medal design, which portrays both the Queen Mother and Regent 
Maria Cristina and her son, Alfonso XIII, on the obverse. Although various 
other medals were made and awarded to Spanish troops who participated in the 
campaigns in Philippines around the same time, this particular medal design 
was never made. We do not have sufficient evidence to infer why this particular 
medal was not struck, whereas others were. Due to the scarcity of primary docu- 
ments, we have been unable to locate additional information on this question. 


3. E. Honeycutt, personal communication, 2020. 
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1897 


52 0: A Los Leales Voluntarios De Filipinas/ Bust 

R; Campana/ De/ Luzon/ 1896-1897 

34 mm 21.13g Bronze (With & Without Loop) B-809 $125.00 
52a 34 mm Plated H2-53 $150.00 


53 0: Espana/ Crown and Dos Mundos/ A Sus Leales : 
Hijos Los Voluntarios Filipinos ep SS ios. \ 
R: 1897/ Voluntarios/ Movilizados/ Por/ Decreto/ De/ y= Ff 5 | 
16 De Octubre \5 Hog 





30 x 38 20.52g Silver, Oval With Loop H2-53-1 $350.00 \=s== 


1898 


54 0: Alphonso XIII/ Bust of King/ Al Ejercito De Filipinas 
R: Valor/ Disciplina/ Lealtad/ 1896-1898 
28 x 35 mm Bronze $150.00 





Figure 2. An excerpt from E. Honeycutt, Philippine Medals and Tokens, p. 11, showing 
medals actually issued for the 1896-97 campaign (image courtesy of Earl Honeycutt). 


The Spanish government awarded medals to the Filipino volunteers as well as 
to the Spanish army in the Philippines for the campaign of 1896-97; these have 
been catalogued by various authors (fig. 2).* For explaining the absence of the 
medal documented here, we might linger upon the following question: Could it 
be that the proposed medal was intended to be made and issued locally in the 
Philippines, rather than from Spain? We do not currently possess sufficient evi- 
dence to affirm or deny it. Further research needs to be done in order to answer 
these open questions. 


TRANSLATED ORIGINAL DOCUMENTS 


Number 1 = The Governor General of the Philippines, in official letter number 
1191 of March 13, 1898, sends for approval the model of the commemorative 
medal of the 1896-97 campaign, for the volunteers of that Archipelago. 


Madrid, May 2, 1898. 
[signed] 


Note: The Governor General of the Philippines, in the letter previously sum- 
marized, proposes granting to the local volunteers of that Archipelago a medal 


4. A. Rodriguez Belles, (*title etc.?*); E.D. Honeycutt, Philippine Medals and Tokens, 1780- 
2020, 3rd ed. (published by the author, 2020); A. Prieto Barrio, “Campajias de Ultramar (Fili- 
pinas),” https://coleccionesmilitares.com/medallas/texto/ultramarp.htm (accessed January 13, 
2021). 
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commemorating the campaign held in said islands during the years 1896 and 
1897, and includes for that purpose the appropriate model for the highest ap- 
proval it deserves. 

In accordance with what is meant by the High Authority of the Philippines, 
the department understands that the services provided by the local volunteers 
and their being always willing to provide whatever is demanded of them for 
the benefit of the country, are reasons that greatly justify that they be granted 
an honorable distinction; and therefore he petitions Your Excellency that this 
distinction be the medal in question, and that the accompanying model be ap- 
proved for that purpose. 

Your Excellency will decide. 


Madrid, May 12, 1898. 
[signed] Manuel Pérez y Rodriguez 


Philippines 


The Governor General proposes the award of a medal that commemorates the 
campaign sustained by local volunteers in 1896 and 1897. 


Let the proposal be granted, approving the attached model. 


Note: The sovereignty of Spain in the Philippines having ceased, due to the ex- 

change of ratifications of the peace treaty signed in Paris on December 10 of last 

year, the previous proposal of the authorities, which must remain without effect, 

turns out to be inapplicable and one is reminded to pass this file to the archives. 
Your Lordship will decide. 


Madrid, April 18, 1899. 
Manuel Pérez y Rodriguez. 


Philippines 


Award of a medal that commemorates the campaign sustained by local volun- 
teers in 1896 and 1897. 


The file shall be archived. 


Ministry of Overseas Territories - Entered - April 9, 1898 
April 19, 1899 
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Number 1191 


Your Excellency: 

The important and valuable services that in many parts of this archipelago 
and especially in this capital were provided by local volunteers during the last 
campaign of 1896-97, and how propitious that they are always willing to provide 
services are required of them, as dangerous and annoying as they may be, moved 
my worthy predecessor to propose to Your Excellency that a special medal be 
awarded to them to serve as a distinction of honor for those who have been 
able to sacrifice for the country; however, as of now, nothing has been resolved 
on this point and it would be advisable that the interested parties see that the 
Government of His Majesty has not forgotten their important services, I allow 
myself to repeat to Your Excellency the grant to the local volunteers of this archi- 
pelago of a medal commemorating the campaign held in these islands during the 
years 1896 and 1897, and to that effect I enclose for Your Excellency the attached 
model of it in case it merits your approval. 

God preserve Your Excellency for many years. Manila, March 13, 1898. 


Your Excellency, 
[signed] Fdo. Primo de Rivera 


Your Excellency the Minister of Overseas Territories” 


Ministry of Overseas Territories 
Undersecretary 
Particular 


4092 


It seems that the medal is the one approved by the Royal Order in force inserted 
in the Gaceta. 


Manila, April 1, 1898. 
The Gaceta was received after the note was placed in the file.® 


5. National Historical Archive, ULTRAMAR,5356,Exp.4. “Medalla para los Voluntarios 
de Filipinas por la campafia 1896-1897” Content: The Governor General of the Philippines 
proposes the award of a medal to local Volunteers, for their services provided in the military 
campaign held in the Archipelago during the years of 1896-1897, attaching a model of it [the 
medal]. Approved by Royal Order of January 26, 1898 published in the Gazette of Manila on 
May 1, of which a copy is included. 

6. National Historical Archive, ULTRAMAR,5356,Exp.4. “Medalla para los Voluntarios 
de Filipinas por la campafia 1896-1897” Content: The Governor General of the Philippines 
proposes the award of a medal to local Volunteers, for their services provided in the military 
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ANVERSO 





REVERSO 


Figure 3. Proposed design of the medal. 


O6Navarro.indd 8 3/21/22 12:17 PM 


Proposed Medal Design for the Philippine Volunteers 9 


Ato XEXVI.—Nim, 91 Viérnes 1.° ae Minn de 1898 














& 
= 


» " ae, | ONS 9 #5 
, BS = ra 
; ee 








Figure 4. Masthead of the Gaceta de Manila for April 1, 1898. 


Gaceta de Manila 
ARMY AND CAPTAINCY GENERAL OF THE PHILIPPINES. 
General Staff. 


The following Royal Order has been issued by the Ministry of War dated last 
January 26, General Staff and Campaign Section. = Your Excellency —- In view of 
the letter the Captain General of the Philippines addressed to this Ministry last 
March 29, proposing to commemorate the excellent services provided by the 
loyal volunteers in the campaign of that Archipelago before October 16 of last 
year, and that this remembrance be retained in the Army among the generals, 
field officers, company officers, and noncommissioned officers that have directed 
the aforementioned services, the King (may God protect) and in his name the 
Queen Regent of the Kingdom, has been willing to arrange the following: 

Article 1: The medal created with the expressed object by the Captain Gen- 
eral of the Philippines in his decree of January 11, 1897, is approved. 

Article 2: The volunteers, whether organized in bodies or not, who have taken 
part in that campaign before October 16 last and meet one of the conditions of 
the following article as well as the countrymen for whom this is the case, what- 
ever the time when they rendered military services, are entitled to it. 

Article 3: The indispensable conditions for the medal will be having provided 
[military] campaign services for a period of one month and having been present 
at an armed action or having remained three months in war operations. 

Article 4: Those wounded in military action will be entitled to the medal 
for this circumstance in itself. For those who have contracted disease under the 
influence of the climate or the hardships of the campaign, the durations [of ser- 


campaign held in the Archipelago during the years of 1896-1897, attaching a model of it [the 


medal]. Approved by Royal Order of January 26, 1898 published in the Gazette of Manila on 
May 1, of which a copy is included. 
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vice] set in the previous article will be considered reduced in half. 

Article 5. The generals, field officers, company officers, and noncommis- 
sioned officers of the Army who have exercised command in said volunteer bod- 
ies and meet the conditions anticipated by this Sovereign provision will have the 
right to wear the medal. 

Article 6. The medal, whose drawing is attached, will be of bronze; it will have 
on the obverse the bust of His Majesty (whom God protect) and the inscription 
“A los leales voluntarios de Filipinas” [to the loyal volunteers of the Philippines], 
on the reverse the inscription “Campania de Luzon; 1896-1897” and will be at- 
tached to a silk ribbon with the national colors. 

Article 7. For awarding it, the following will be considered as the theater from 
the indicated date until the 23rd inst.:—Provinces of Manila, Bulacan, Pampanga 
to Nueva Ecija and Batangas, August 30, 1896.—Politico-Military Government 
of Morong, October 23, 1896.—Provinces of Bataan and Zambales December 
30, 1896. 

Article 8. The Captain General of the Philippines is authorized to grant this 
medal in strict accordance with the conditions set, informing this Ministry of 
his agreements, for the corresponding approval and consulting with issuance of 
a report in cases of doubt.—By Royal Order I say it to Your Excellency for your 
knowledge and other effects—God save Your Excellency. Madrid, January 26, 
1898.—Correa. 

To comply with the provisions of the preceding Royal Order the Civil and 
Politico-Military Governors and the first Officers of the volunteer corps of this 
Capital will take the opportunity to send to this Captaincy General triplicate re- 
ports of the volunteers and countrymen who depend on them or have depended 
on them and who meet the conditions that are required to be owed the afore- 
mentioned decoration; clearly specifying the time of operations, armed actions 
at which they have been present, and other circumstances that prove the right to 
the aforementioned medal. Manila, March 26, 1898. 


[E] P[rimo] de Rivera’ 


7. National Historical Archive, ULTRAMAR,MPD.3659, “Medalla para los voluntarios de 
Filipinas por la campafia 1896-1897” Contents: Unknown signature; The obverse represents 
the effigies of Queen Maria Cristina and Alfonso XIII, in profile, with the legend “To the 
Volunteers of the Philippines”; On the reverse the legend “Campafia de 1896-1897”; Ribbon 
earring with the Spanish flag and royal crown on laurel branches; in colors on lined cardboard. 
[Alcance y contenido: Firma ilegible; El anverso representa las efigies de la reina Maria Cris- 
tina y de Alfonso XII, de perfil, con la leyenda “A los Voluntarios de Filipinas”; Al reverso la 
leyenda “Campajia de 1896-1897”; Pendiente de cinta con la bandera espafiola y corona real 
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CONCLUSION 


I have been unable to find many primary documents for the reconstruction of 
the history behind the proposed medal design, so the work is limited by the 
scarcity of evidence. However, we have enough to conclude that the medal was 
not struck. Experts in Philippine numismatics have not encountered it, and the 
written annotation in the file in Madrid indicates that the transfer of sovereignty 
over the Philippines rendered its authorization inoperative. 

Nevertheless, I find this medal design to be an interesting and unexpected 
discovery. Although it was never struck, I believe its discovery is a beautiful ad- 
dition to the world of numismatics. 
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APPENDIX: TRANSCRIPTIONS OF ORIGINAL DOCUMENTS 


Afio de 1898 

Ministerio de Ultramar 

Subsecretaria 

Negociado 2°. 

Politica 

Filipinas 

ASUNTO 

Medalla conmemorativa para los voluntarios locales de Filipinas, por la cam- 
pafia de 1896-97. 


1899 numero 688° 


Numero 1 = El Gobernador General de Filipinas en carta oficial numero 1191 de 
13 Marzo 1898, remite, para su aprobacion el modelo, de la medalla conmemo- 
rativa de la camparia de 1896-97, para los voluntarios de aquel Archipiélago. 


Madrid 2 de Mayo de 1898. 
[signed] 


Nota: El Gobernador general de Filipinas, en la comunicacion precedentemente 
extractada propone la concesion a los voluntarios locales de aquel archipiélago, 
de una medalla conmemorativa de la campafia sostenida en dichas islas durante 
los afios 1896 y 1897, y acompaiia al efecto el oportuno modelo por merece la 


8. Archivo Histérico Nacional, ULTRAMAR,5356,Exp.4, Folio1, “Medalla para los Volun- 
tarios de Filipinas por la campafia 1896-1897” Alcance y Contenido: El gobernador general 
de Filipinas propone la concesién de una medalla a los Voluntarios locales, por los servicios 
prestados en la campafia sostenida en el Archipiélago durante los afios 1896-1897, adjuntando 
un modelo de ella. Aprobado por Real Orden de 26 de enero de 1898 publicada en la Gaceta 
de Manila de 1 de mayo, de la cual se incluye un ejemplar. 
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superior aprobacion. 

De conformidad con lo significado por la Autoridad Superior de Filipinas, 
entiende el Negociado que los servicios prestados por los voluntarios locales y 
el encontrarse siempre dispuestos a prestar cuantos se les reclaman en beneficio 
de la Patria, son razones que sobradamente justifican el que se les conceda un 
honroso distintivo; y por ello propicia V.E. que esa distincidn sea la medalla de 
que se trata, y que al efecto se apruebe el modelo que se acompajia. 

V.E. resolvera. 


Madrid 12 de Mayo de 1898. 
[signed] Manuel Pérez y Dominguez 


Filipinas. 
El Gobernador General propone la concesion de una medalla que conmemore la 
campania sostenida por los voluntarios locales en 1896 y 1897. 


Que se acceda a lo propuesto, aprobandose el modelo adjunto. 


Nota: Habiendo cesado la soberania de Espajia en Filipinas, por el canje de ratifi- 
caciones del Tratado de paz firmado en Paris el 10 de Diciembre del afio ultimo, 
resulta improcedente la anterior propuesta del Negociado que debe quedar sin 
efecto y acordarse el pase de este expediente al archivo. 


V.S. resolvera. 


Madrid 18 abril 1899. 
Manuel Pérez y Rodriguez. 


Filipinas. 


Concesion de una medalla que conmemore la campajia sostenida por los volun- 
tarios locales en 1896 y 97. 


Que se archive el expediente. 


19 Abril [18]99 
[MINISTERIO DE ULTRAMAR - ENTRADA - 9 ABRIL 1898] 
Numero 1191. 


Excelentisimo Sefior: 
Los relevantes y valiosos servicios que en muchos puntos de este Archip- 
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iélago y con especialidad en esta Capital han prestado los Voluntarios locales 
durante la ultima campajia de 1896-97, y lo propicios que siempre estan a prestar 
cuantos servicios se les reclaman por peligrosos y molestos que sean, movieron 
a mi digno antecesor a proponer a V.E. se les otorgara una medalla especial que 
sirviera de honroso distintivo a los que se han sabido sacrificar por la Patria; 
mas como quiera que hasta la fecha nada se ha resuelto sobre este punto y seria 
conveniente que cuanto antes vean los interesados que el Gobierno de S.M. no 
ha olvidado sus importantes servicios, me permito reiterar a V.E. la concesién 
a los Voluntarios locales de este Archipiélago de una medalla conmemorativa 
de la campafia sostenida en estas Islas durante los afios 1896 y 1897, y al efecto 
acompafio a V.E. el adjunto modelo de ella por si mereciera su aprobacion. 
Dios guarde a V.E. muchos afios. Manila 13 de Marzo de 1898. 


Excelentisimo Sefior, 
[signed] Fdo Primo de Rivera 


Excelentisimo Sefior Ministro de Ultramar.® 


Ministerio de Ultramar 
Subsecretaria 
Particular 


4092 


Parece que la medalla es la aprobada por R.O. de fuerza inserta en Gaceta. 
Manila de 1° Abril [18]98. 


La Gaceta se recibié después de puesta la nota en el expediente.’® 


g. Archivo Histérico Nacional, ULTRAMAR,5356,Exp.4, Folio 2, “Medalla para los Volun- 
tarios de Filipinas por la campafia 1896-1897” Alcance y Contenido: El gobernador general 
de Filipinas propone la concesién de una medalla a los Voluntarios locales, por los servicios 
prestados en la campafia sostenida en el Archipiélago durante los afios 1896-1897, adjuntando 
un modelo de ella. Aprobado por Real Orden de 26 de enero de 1898 publicada en la Gaceta 
de Manila de 1 de mayo, de la cual se incluye un ejemplar. 

1o. Archivo Histérico Nacional, ULTRAMAR,5356,Exp.4, Folio 3, “Medalla para los Vol- 
untarios de Filipinas por la campafia 1896-1897” Alcance y Contenido: El gobernador general 
de Filipinas propone la concesién de una medalla a los Voluntarios locales, por los servicios 
prestados en la campafia sostenida en el Archipiélago durante los afios 1896-1897, adjuntando 
un modelo de ella. Aprobado por Real Orden de 26 de enero de 1898 publicada en la Gaceta 
de Manila de 1 de mayo, de la cual se incluye un ejemplar. 
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Gaceta de Manila, Viérnes 1° de Abril de 1898 
EJERCITO Y CAPITANIA GENERAL DE FILIPINAS 
Estado Mayor. 


Por el Ministerio de la Guerra se ha dictado la siguiente Real 6rden con fecha 
26 de Enero proximo pasado Seccién de Estado Mayor y Campafia. = Excmo. 
Sr. - En vista del escrito que dirigid 4 este Ministerio en 29 de Marzo ultimo el 
Capitan general de Filipinas, proponiendo se conmemoren los excelentes ser- 
vicios prestados por los leales voluntarios en la campafia de aquel Archipiélago 
antes del 16 de Octubre préximo pasado, y que este recuerdo se mantenga en el 
Ejército entre los generales, jefes, oficiales y clases que hayan dirigido los men- 
cionados servicios, el Rey (q. D. g.) y en su nombre la Reina Regente del Reino, 
ha tenido 4 bien disponer lo siguiente: 

Articulo 1.° Se aprueba la medalla creada con el expresado objeto por el Capi- 
tan general de Filipinas en su decreto de 11 de Enero de 1897. 

Art. 2.° Tendran derecho 4 ella los voluntarios, organizados 6 no en cuerpos 
que hayan tomado parte en aquella campajfia con anterioridad el 16 de Octubre 
ultimo y reunan algunas de las condiciones del articulo siguiente como tambien 
los paisanos que se encuentren en este caso, cualquiera que sea la época en que 
hayan prestado los servicios de guerra. 

Art. 3.° Seran condiciones indispensables para usar la medalla, haber presta- 
do servicios de campajfia por espacio de un mes y asistido 4 un hecho de armas 
6 bien permanecido tres meses en operaciones de guerra. 

Art. 4.° Los heridos en accién de guerra tendran derecho 4 la medalla por 
solo esta circunstancia. Para los que hubieren contraido enfermedad bajo la in- 
fluencia de aquel clima 6 por las penalidades de la campajia, se consideraran 
reducidos 4 la mitad los plazos marcados en el articulo anterior. 

Art. 5.° Los generales, jefes, oficiales y clases del Ejército que hubieren ejerci- 
do mando en dichos cuerpos de voluntarios y reunan las condiciones prevenidos 
en esta soberana disposicién tendran derecho al uso de la medalla. 

Art. 6.° La medalla, cuyo dibujo se acompafia, sera de bronce; tendra en el 
anverso el busto de S.M. (q. D. g.) y la inscripcion «A los leales voluntarios de 
Filipinas», en el reverso la inscripci6n «Campafia de Luzdén; 1896 1897» y estara 
unida 4 una cinta de seda de los colores nacionales. 

Art. 7.° Para los efectos de concesién se consideraran como teatro de op- 
eraciones hasta el dia 23 del corriente, los expresados 4 continuacién, desde la 
fecha que se indican:—Provincias de Manila, Bulacan, Pampanga 4 Nueva Ecija 
y Batangas, 30 de Agosto de 1896.—Gobierno P. M. de Morong, 23 de Octubre, 
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de 1896.—Provincias de Bataan y Zambales 30 Diciembre de 1896. 

Art. 8.° El Capitan general de Filipinas queda autorizado para conceder esta 
medalla con estricta sugecién 4 las condiciones marcadas dando cuenta 4 este 
Ministerio de sus acuerdos, para la correspondiente aprobacién y consultando 
con emisién de informe en los casos de duda.—De Real drden lo digo 4 V. E. 
para su conocimiento y demas efectos.—Dios guarde 4 V. E. muchos. Madrid, 
26 de Enero de 1898.—Correa. 

Para dar cumplimiento 4 cuanto dispone la Real érden que antecede los 
Gobernadores Civiles y P. M. y los primeros Jefes de los cuerpos de voluntarios 
de esta Capital se serviran remitir a esta Capitania general triplicadas relaciones 
de los voluntarios y paisanos que de ellos dependen 6 hayan dependido y que 
reunan las condiciones que se exigen para ser acreedores 4 la referida condec- 
oracién; especificando claramente el tiempo de operaciones, hechos de armas 4 
que hayan asistido y demas circunstancias que acrediten el derecho 4 la citada 
medalla. 


Manila, 26 de Marzo de 1898. 
P. DE RIVERA." 


11. Archivo Histérico Nacional, ULTRAMAR,5356,Exp.4, Folio 4, “Medalla para los Vol- 
untarios de Filipinas por la campafia 1896-1897” Alcance y Contenido: El gobernador general 
de Filipinas propone la concesién de una medalla a los Voluntarios locales, por los servicios 
prestados en la campafia sostenida en el Archipiélago durante los afios 1896-1897, adjuntando 
un modelo de ella. Aprobado por Real Orden de 26 de enero de 1898 publicada en la Gaceta 
de Manila de 1 de mayo, de la cual se incluye un ejemplar. 
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